
Guidance for project applications to the Norwegian
Retailers’ Environment Fund

About the Norwegian Retailers' Environment Fund

We are Norway's largest private environmental fund, and support national and international
projects that reduce plastic pollution, increase plastic recycling and reduce the consumption of
plastic bags. We are also Norway's most important measure in complying with the EU Plastic
Bags Directive.

Our mission is to promote a circular plastics system and a pollution free environment.

This is how we are funded

The Norwegian Retailers' Environment Fund receives NOK 1 for every plastic bag member
retailers sell in Norway. All Norwegian retailers and wholesalers who buy or sell plastic bags can
become a member and contribute to the Fund's work in tackling environmental issues due to
plastics.

This is what the fund goes to

The funds received from member retailers are earmarked for environmental measures that
fulfills at least one of the Fund’s purposes:

● Prevent and remove plastic pollution
● Improve resource utilisation and increase recycling
● Reduce consumption of plastics, including plastic carrier bags

Read about our history here: https://handelensmiljofond.no/en/organization

What is meant by “preventative measures”?

Following the EUs definition, prevention is measures taken before a substance, material or
product has become waste, that reduce:

● the quantity of waste, including through the re-use of products or the extension of the
life span of products; (quantitative prevention)

● the adverse impacts of the generated waste on the environment and human health
(qualitative prevention)

In this context we are not funding preventative measures such as awareness raising through
information and education measures or campaigns.

https://handelensmiljofond.no/en/organization


What is meant by low income countries?

By “low income countries” we include “developing countries”, low and lower middle income
countries.

It is possible to apply to projects in countries not listed. The onus is however on the applicant to
demonstrate why the potential environmental impact of the project justifies the project taking
place in a “developed” country when the announcement is meant to benefit countries with limited
resources to solve these issues. A relevant list for reference is the DAC List of ODA Recipients.

What is different from past announcements?

Unlike previous announcements it is not possible to apply for support to projects where the
main objective is to:

1. Increase knowledge about plastic consumption and pollution
2. solely to perform clean-up activities
3. solely ensure waste management and recycling

Assessment criteria

Applications will be assessed in relation to four assessment criteria, all of which are given equal
weight.

● Solidity – Focuses on the quality of the measures, activities and methods, and level of
ambition and innovation

● Environmental impact – Potential impact (ex ante) and benefit of the proposed project,
including project outcomes, outputs, impact and deliverables. Plans for dissemination
and sharing of results.

● Implementation – The quality of the project owner's organisation, management and
utilisation of resources (including the qualifications of the project manager and project
group).

● The objectives of the Norwegian Retailers’ Environment Fund – To what extent the
project helps to realise the objective of the objectives of the call for projects

Who to ask questions?

Advisor Mari Kristin Martinsen: m.kristin@handelensmiljofond.no is the person to ask about the
call topic Reducing plastic pollution.

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/developing-countries
https://data.worldbank.org/country/XM
https://data.worldbank.org/country/XN
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-standards/DAC-List-of-ODA-Recipients-for-reporting-2022-23-flows.pdf
mailto:m.kristin@handelensmiljofond.no

